Alpine

11 Corps Training Camps (CTCs) took place across 4 countries in Nov 23 — Jan 24 with a
total of 1180 SP talking part.

The Qualifying Championships were oversubscribed, but a large number of withdrawals due
to unit commitments meant that all teams who could go eventually did get a place, and 298
SP took part across the two QCs. The standard was high, becoming more towards pre-
COVID levels, due to the excellent coaching being received on CTCs. Of note this year was
the high number of female SP who took part in the QCs, and went on to qualify for the Army
Championships. The highly successful marketing campaign and grass roots summer ski
training camp Ex MAIDEN GLACIER has done much to encourage females from across the
Army.

100 SP qualified for the Army Championships incl 19 females. Good weather and snow
made for an excellent championships, but the dry Summer of 2023 restricted snow making
and precluded the use of the iconic DH piste, the Luc Alphand. Lots of sponsor and VIP
interaction, and an excellent promotional video made by SAAB.

The Army Team of 9 men (from 8 Corps) and 7 women (from 6 Corps) had 9 new jumpers (6
men and 3 women) and went on to compete in the ISSSC at Meribel. The female team
continued its success, but a lack of depth in the men’s team was evident. A training camp
has been organised this Autumn to address this before season 24/25.

Army Women: Overall winners
Team DH — 1%

Team Super-G — 1%

Team Giant Slalom — 1%

Team Slalom — 1%

Army Men: Overall 2"
Team Downhill - 3
Team Super-G - 3"
Team Giant Slalom - 2"
Team slalom - 3

Women Individual:

Maj Tessa Pirrie AMS - Overall champion and also winning GS and Super-G titles
LCpl May Percival RLC- Overall 3" position

Pte Isla Jackson PWRR - Best female newcomer.

Men Individual:

Capt Josh Serdet RIFLES - overall 2" Position.

Capt Josh Serdet, Spr Matthew Jessop and Cpl May Percival were selected to attend the
British Championships to represent UKAF Alpine.

Nordic

The season started in earnest in the early Autumn of 2023, with training camps from across
the Corps taking place up and down the country with some feverish enthusiasm as new and
experienced skiers prepared for another exciting season. Blessed with good conditions
across Scandinavia, the loipes were the perfect training ground for the Corps, who benefitted
from the excellent snowfall, enabling the full exploitation of the allotted IMT days.

Post-Christmas leave saw the return of the Divisional Championships, hosted in Les
Contamines and Serre Chevalier. At the time, slightly less favourable snow conditions in



France meant that the racing schedule had to be adapted somewhat to enable racing. At
SPARTAN HIKE, the infantry dominated proceedings, with 5 Rifles crowned Male team
Champions while the 2 Ranger Bn Female team took top spot in their first ever
Championships! At Ex PIPEDOWN the Royal Engineers Female team performed
outstandingly to fight off some stiff competition to be crowned champions and in the Men’s
division 17 P&M RLC proved too strong again, taking pole position.

At RUCKSACK, testing snow conditions put the Committee under stress to deliver racing.
However, under the calm guidance of Maj J Sanford, some excellent racing was had by all.
In the Women’s division, the Royal Artillery, Royal Engineer rivalry was re-ignited as they
battled it out for the top spot, with RA pipping them to be crowned Champions once again!
For the Men, 17 P&M RLC battled it out with 5 Rifles and 1 RGR, but this year, 17 P&M RLC
were just too good, winning every race to regain the SAS Cup.

Elite Athlete Update

Capt Marcus Webb, 1 RHA, remains well and truly on his path to flying the GB and Army
flags at the 2026 Winter Olympics. Following his second training season in Norway amongst
the best in the world of Biathlon, Marcus has smashed GB lulls in Biathlon, being the first
male to qualify for the World Cup since 2017.

At the 2024 World Championships in Nove Mesto, Czech Republic, Marcus delivered a
spectacular shooting performance considering his short period of 4 years in the sport. He
ranked 11th in the world on the range and finished a very respectable 82nd out of 101
athletes.

The 24/25 Season will see Marcus back in Lillehammer, Norway, for the 3rd consecutive
year, with his place on the Team Kongsberg Biathlon team renewed. The team offers
Marcus a world-class training environment; it has no doubt been the corner stone to his
improvement since the Olympic dream began.

Telemark

The Army Telemark Championship enjoyed another season in Pralognan La Vanoise (PLV)
in France from 8 to 20 Jan 24. In total, 104 skiers took part in the Exercise. There were
challenging weather conditions throughout the racing week of Ex TT24 although these were
overcome by the professionalism shown by the resort, the ESF and the Telemark Committee
hill safety team. The resort yet again proved to be a resounding success, and The Army
Telemark Ski Association can confirm that a contract has been agreed with Pralognan La
Vanoise to host Ex TELEMARK TITAN for another 4 years. The Inter-Services competition in
Meribel went well, with all three Services taking part. The Army came second in the
combined results, despite Capt Hurst placing first in the individual combined results. The
female development pathway is working well, and we now have 2 females racing. Maj Lori
Seed placed second overall on her first ISSSC which is fantastic news. Overall, the
Telemark talent pool continues to broaden despite the Royal Navy stepping away to conduct
their own version of the championships.

Bobsleigh

Success of the female team for second year in a row at the Inter Services. Equity of
equipment and procurement of new runners purchased in the middle of last year came into
fruition during the race season. £5000 was spent on BTC runners, with a further set
available but finding not secured in time. Equipment was moved to new hangar successfully,
though is in desperate need of refurbishment if we are to remain credible at the inter
services. Success of the destination, racing at St Moritz for the first time | over 20 years and



social media campaign linked with other army sports and sites to maximise sporting interest.
Shared to female officer and soldier FB pages to target female athletes.

Cresta

The 2023/24 season built splendidly from the previous season. We matched the numbers
from 2023/24 with 44 riders from 13 Regiments, including 2 Reserve Units, 24 of whom were
beginners. The first week saw a further 11 returning riders, making the Army Junction
Championships one of the most populated Army races in a very long time with over 30
entrants. The numbers were refined after this, with several beginners identified with potential
being invited to stay on for further coaching and development. The conditions this season
were particularly challenging, high temperatures causing the ice to become soft and in some
cases unrideable, meant that development was slower than if the temperatures were colder.
Frustrations aside the Army riders took to the ice at every possible opportunity and were
often commented on for their determination to ride. With the main goal being to keep a tight
hold of the Inter Services championship, the Army model of identifying and nurturing talent
continued to pay off. Unlike the other Services, the Army had a surplus of riders to select the
team from, as such there were two new members selected. Ultimately, after some excellent
riding the Army were successful and won the Prince Philip Trophy for the fifth consecutive
season. To top off the season we were also able to convert four new riders to the fastest
type of toboggans and qualify them to ride from Top, adding further depth for future seasons.
The support Army Cresta receives is invaluable and has enabled the continued success and
dominance by the Army team.

Snowboard

A superbly successful season that saw some new faces arrive on the committee, delivered
some excellent events and achieved solid results at the ISSSC. First, some thank you’s.
Thank you to Lt Col Mark Greensmith for his support as Army Snowboard Sec and
shepherding the sport through some very difficult seasons due to the pandemic. Thank you
to Lt Col Ed Alderson who has supported the sport at all levels throughout his time in the
Army from Corps competitor to Army Rider, Army Team Captain, Army Team Coach and
Army Committee Senior Technical Delegate. We thank them both for their support and look
forward to seeing them on the mountain soon, hopefully looking a little more relaxed. We
welcome Brigadier Karl Harris and Major Alexander O’Neill RA who have assumed the roles
of Chair and Secretary respectively. The sport provided a number of successful Corps Level
Events that saw hundreds of soldiers and officers take part as returning riders or total
novices. Ex SNOWJACK 24, the Ss championship, was again held in Flachau, Austria and
was supported by the maximum number of riders allocated to this year’s event, representing
every cap badge within the British Army across almost 20 different teams. The Army Team
performed well at the ISSSC and with plenty of new blood on the line up, spirits are high for
some more success in 25. The sport enjoyed it’s first AGM for some time, allowing riders
better access to the committee and the plan for the next few years was outlined to all whom
attended. This included a revamping of Ex SNOW SUMMER, which was this season
supported by 35 riders who attended the UK based indoor event to receive training from
senior coaches and take part in a freestyle competition. internal growth as individuals
continue to attend instructor, coaching and technical delegate courses. Overall an excellent
season that accommodated some senior leadership HOTOs and still delivered safe, fun and
challenging winter sports opportunities to our people, we look forward to growing the sport
even more in 25.

Ex PIPEDOWN
A total of 157 Army Nordic competitors forming 27 male and female teams and 142 Army

Alpine competitors forming 36 teams participated in Ex PDN 24. 9 Regt RLC were the
overall winners of the combined Alpine and Nordic competition.



Despite an exercise capacity of 220 Nordic places, a lack of team entries in October 23
resulted in a shortfall of 63 competitors. There were no reserve Nordic Teams this year to
pull forward into the championship. Alpine entries were over the capacity of 150 and despite
some teams withdrawing from the competition, not all teams who entered were successful in
gaining a place.

Heavy expected rainfall and high winds at the end of Ex PIPEDOWN resulted in the
cancellation of the Super G. This decision was taken by the TD, Chief Alpine and French
Officials for safety reasons.

The contract with Les Contamines for the provision of services to Ex PDN continues to work
exceptionally well. There were some minor issues with reported damages in some
accommodation both during the exercise and on de-registration. These were dealt with in
consultation with the accommodation owner, Tourist Office and Exercise Controller. This is
sometimes a contentious issue that needs careful management to ensure Ex PDN secure
the accommodation required on an annual basis.



